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Lesson Plan 
Handout 1: Drafting Strategies 
 
Materials Needed 
Paper, pens, post-it notes (students might also use class assignments, class notes, class texts) 
 
 

Lesson Plan 
 

Part One: Introduction (10 mins)  
Ask students what brings them to today’s Write In, and explain to them the general 
structure of Write Ins. We’ll offer them some options for writing (in this case, drafting,) 
help them to choose one option, and then give them time to implement that option.  
Emphasize that the focus of Write Ins is not content delivery, but rather to create a time and 
space for students to write, and a safe space to try something new. 
 
Begin by framing the conversation about “drafting.” When you begin to write a draft in 
response to an assignment, you are writing to record what you already know, and also, just as 
crucially, to discover new ideas.  In today’s Write In, we’ll give you some space to do this 
type of “low-pressure” writing, where the focus is discovery—writing where you don’t have 
to worry about complete sentences or structure, yet—where your main goal is to get words 
down on the page and to write your way into an idea that feels interesting and compelling to 
you. As you select one of the following strategies, feel free to write by hand or in any other 
way that helps this drafting process feel more low-pressure (for example, by labeling a Word 
Document as a “draft”, or writing on post-it notes, etc.) 
 
Part Two: Write In (35 mins)  
Pass out Handout 1: “Drafting Strategies.” Give students a few minutes to read through 
Handout 1, and explain to them that their job is to select one of the following drafting 
strategies, and to implement it. 
 
Note to facilitator: circulate and help students who need help to choose a good strategy. Be 
available for questions as they arise.  As students draft, try out a drafting strategy for 
something that you are currently working on. 
 
Part Three: Wrap-up (15 mins)  
Have students share out responses, and reflect on the work they did, and make a roadmap 
for their next steps for writing. (What was this process like? What surprised you about the 
drafting process? What will you do next, as you prepare to write a second draft?)  
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Drafting Strategies 
1. Write for Yourself 
Write a draft for yourself (rather than a draft in which you think about the reader and what 
the reader wants you to write).  Write any idea that comes to mind, in response to the 
assignment—you can be as messy, or unstructured, or informal as you’d like in the writing. 
 
2. Set a Timer 
Set a timer for a certain amount of time and write without stopping during that time. Do 
your best not to stop writing (this might require following a tangent or skipping to a part 
that feels easier to write, even if it’s a disconnected part).  Don’t worry about gaps or 
redundancies—the goal is to produce words on the page, and to get your ideas freely 
flowing. 
 
3. Write in Lists 
Instead of writing in complete sentences, or paragraphs, write in lists.  For example, you may 
write out a list of key terms from your assignment or text, and then work to define each.  Or 
you may write out a list of quotes that you will pull from your text, or a list of moments 
where a certain theme appears in your text, or a list of main ideas that you’re interested in 
exploring. 
 
4. Start with the Easiest Part First 
Instead of starting with the thesis or argument of your paper, start with what feels like the 
easiest part of your paper to write. You can get to the thesis later! For example, you might 
begin by describing your evidence; or by compiling a list of quotes and writing about what 
these quotes say/why you think they’re important; or by writing about the object of analysis.    
 
5. Freewrite 
Write about anything that comes to mind when you think of your assignment. Write without 
stopping and don’t worry if you feel like you’re going off track. As you write, put in brackets 
anything you might do later [e.g., add a counterargument, or find a source that supports your 
claim, etc].  
 
6. Write from Memory 
Write without looking at any texts or class notes; focus on what you remember as a way to 
figure out what might be important or most interesting to you about this assignment.  Later, 
you can revisit your texts, and class notes, and write a new draft that works these in. 
 
7. Start with a Key Term 
Using a key term from your assignment or class discussions as a starting point, write a draft.  
You might write out what this term means, and what the significance of this term is, or how 
it might apply to certain exhibits, or characters, in your text. 


