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Materials Needed 
Scissors, tape and/or glue sticks, writing pads, 11x17 printer paper, and pens  
 

Lesson Plan 
 

Part One: Introduction (10 mins)  
Ask students what brings them to today’s Write In, and explain to them the general 
structure of Write Ins. We’ll offer them some options for writing (in this case, revising,) 
help them to choose one option, and then give them time to implement that option.  
Emphasize that the focus of Write Ins is not content delivery, but rather to create a time and 
space for students to write, and a safe space to try something new. 
 
Begin by framing the conversation about “revision.” Often, when we are revising and 
pressed for time, we focus on making more minor changes, as opposed to more radical 
changes. However revising is ideally about changing, improving, and taking risks with your 
writing. Today we want to create a space for you to try out some more radical revision 
strategies.  We’ll offer you several different strategies, and have you select one, depending on 
what kind of work you think your paper most needs at this stage, and what kind of feedback 
you’ve gotten thus far. 
 
Part Two: Write In (35 mins)  
Pass out Handout 1: “Revision Strategies.” Give students a few minutes to read through 
Handout 1, and explain to them that their job is to select one of the following ways to revise 
their work.  
 
Note to facilitator: circulate and help students who need help to choose a good strategy. Be 
available for questions as they arise.  As students revise, try out a revision strategy for 
something that you are currently working on. 
 
Part Three: Wrap-up (15 mins)  
With about 15 minutes remaining, introduce to students the concept of “parking on a 
downhill slope.”  Say: your writing in any session should ideally not be over until you’ve 
considered what your work is for the following day.  Have each student set up a writing task 
for themselves, or write a first sentence for the next section, that they’ll return to revise the 
following day--to give them an entry point into revising in their next writing session. After, 
have students reflect on the revision strategies they tried today.  Wrap up. 
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Revision Strategies 
1. “Fresh Start” 
As a first step, take out a blank sheet of paper, or open up a new document on your 
computer. Next, look through your existing draft, and find either a sentence that you want to 
expand upon, or one where you still have something to figure out, or one that doesn’t seem 
to quite match your current thesis statement. Copy that sentence into your new document 
and use this sentence as a starting point to write a new paragraph.  
 
2. Reverse Outline 
Go through your draft, paragraph by paragraph, asking yourself “what is the main idea of 
this paragraph?” (Be sure to look at what you actually wrote, not what you meant to write!) 
Write out these main ideas on a new page to create a “reverse outline” of your essay. Then 
examine this reverse outline to see whether your organization makes sense, or whether there 
are gaps in your argument or unnecessary repetitions, for example. Go back to your paper 
and cut or rearrange paragraphs as needed. 
 
3. “Bucket List”(if your paper has already been commented on by another reader) 
Examine your reader’s comments and figure out what types of changes they are asking for—
Changes to your argument? Structure? Grammar? Write each of these three words on a 
separate sheet of paper. These are your “buckets.” Decide which of these buckets is most 
important, least important, and number them in order, leaving plenty of space below each 
bucket. Starting with the biggest bucket, make a list of the revisions you would have to make 
to take care of this bucket. Once you have a working list of action items for each bucket, 
begin to implement your list of revisions. 
 
4. Read out Loud (this works best in pairs) 
Find a partner.  Without looking at your draft, say out loud to your partner what you think 
your paper argues; have your partner take notes, recording what you’ve said.  Do the same 
for your partner, having them say what they think their draft is about, as you take notes. 
Next, return to your essay to see if your paper matches your partner’s notes about your 
argument, or whether you further explained something out loud that you didn’t write down.  
Work to revise your paper so that it matches your description of your paper. 
 
5. Radical Revision (requires 11x17 printer paper, scissors, and tape/glue) 
Print out and cut up your draft into sections (you can define ‘section’ as a paragraph, half-
paragraph, two paragraphs—any time you see a new unit of thought emerging, make a cut!)  
Tape these sections of your draft, into a different order, onto a page of 11x17 printer paper. 
Read through your newly structured essay, and fill in what’s missing between sections. The 
idea is to move paragraphs into a new order that sparks new transitions and expansion of 
ideas, or reveals redundancies/problems. 


