
Sentence-Level Revision Write In  
    

Sentence-Level Revision Strategies 
1. Reading Out Loud 
Read out loud your paper (or have a partner read out loud your paper and then do the same 
for them). Pause anytime something doesn’t sound right. For example, did a certain sentence 
sound confusing to you, as you read it out loud?  Did you say a phrase differently from how 
it was written? Highlight or mark any sentence that catches your attention.  Then go back 
and work to revise each of these sentences. Now read aloud again to see how they sound. 
 
2. Fresh Look 
If you’ve been reading and re-reading a draft, try out one of the following strategies to get a 
fresh look at it: 

• On your computer, change the font of your draft. Try using a new font, or making 
the current font very large. Now re-read your draft; make revisions as needed. 

• Read your draft backwards, sentence by sentence, starting with the final sentence 
(you can do this reading out loud, or silently.)  Revise each sentence, as needed. 

• Depending on how long your draft is, re-type it (or parts of it, if it is long.)  As you 
type each sentence afresh, make revisions as needed. 

 
3. Prioritize Errors 
Either with your own paper or a partner’s paper, mark or make a list of all the sentence-level 
errors you notice. Categorize these errors as: grammar-, structure-, or meaning-related errors. 
As a reader, which kinds of errors most get in the way of your understanding? Focus on 
fixing these kinds of errors first. (For example, you might fix all confusing sentences before 
you fix any article errors.  In your next read, come back to the other types of errors.) 
 
4. Cutting Up  
Using scissors, separate your paragraphs into individual sentences.  Which sentences are 
longer than others? Would they be easier to understand if they were split into two? Do some 
of your shorter sentences need to be combined? Or are all your sentences the same length? 
(If so, try varying your sentence length!)  Could some of your sentences transition more 
clearly from one idea to the next? If so, try using one of the following transitions to show: 
Cause and Effect: accordingly, as a result Conclusion: as a result, hence 
Comparison: along the same lines, similarly Contrast: although, however, in contrast 
Addition: also, and, in addition Concession: admittedly, granted 
Example: as an illustration, consider Elaboration: by extension, in short 
 
5. Work on a Smaller Scale 
Choose one sentence and write it out as many ways as you can. You might think about 
varying which word to start with: which word is the most important? Then look at your list 
of sentences (or alternatively, have a partner look) and decide which versions of the sentence 
are easiest to understand.  Why is this?  How could you use this knowledge in future writing? 


